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Recently I received a very interesting book in the mail.  The title 

intrigued me, so I ventured off to read it.  The book was Return to the 

Margins: Understanding and Adapting as a Church to Post-Christian 

America and was written by Terry Coy.   I believe that author Terry Coy is 

on to something with this book, especially given the recent actions taken 

by the Supreme Court and other things that we continue to see happen 

within our national, state, and city governments.   

 

Let’s face it, when Jesus walked the streets, paths, and water in 

Biblical times, he, too, was part of the marginal movement of the society.  

He possessed not prestige, position, nor power to cause the governmental 

and religious powers to change by His influence.  After three years of 

dogged determination and sleepless nights of prayer, He was able to 

influence three disciples of the twelve: Peter, James, and John. The other 

nine remained a little reserved in their commitment.  Oftentimes the 

multitudes that gathered around Jesus were nothing more than a Biblical 

group of Prosperity Gospel seekers.  As long as He was feeding, healing, 

and quenching their thirst, they were committed.  Their commitment 

faltered when He gave them a difficult doctrine, teaching, or standard for 

life.  As long as they were able to appropriate Jesus into their strategy and 

plans, they followed.  Judas abandoned himself to the betrayal of Jesus for 

thirty shekels of silver (the price of a slave Ex. 21:32).  When Jesus was 

crucified, He was abandoned by all of His disciples.  It was only after His 

resurrection and just after His ascension that Jesus was able to rally Peter, 

James, John, and about 120 other disciples.  Even after Pentecost, the 

Churches throughout the Mediterranean Region functioned on the fringe 

of society.  Yet, they were turning cities and towns upside down with the 

power of the Gospel. 
         (continued) 
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August 2  August 9  August 16 
RP Angela Stevens  RP Denise Traphagan  RP Wendy Mancuso 
Betsy Green  Marlene Moore  Wardell Wade 
Butch Mancuso  Martha James  Sandy Mayfield 
Debbie Bullock  Daisy Herbert  Dennis Moore 
Alicia Herrera  Leslie Bonham  Donna Moore 

     

  August 23  August 30 
  RP Betsy Green  RP Axie Bullock 
  Judy Tripp  Rae Ramirez 
  Jimmy Bullock  Sara Saenz 
  Thalia Wade  Laura Payne 
    Katie Mayfield 

In Coy’s book, he writes in the 

preliminary chapters that the collapse of 

Christendom in America has caused civil 

religions to fade and has produced the triumph 

of secularization in America.   During the 

second part of his book, Coy analyzes history as 

well as other global Christian developments 

thriving in the margins, leading the reader to 

reevaluate his position in the margins of 

society.  The third section of the book lays out a 

plan of action for effectiveness even in the 

margins.   Below is the Matrix he developed 

with all his research (with a few modifications 

by Pastor Jerry). 

 

Note that the Matrix has 2 slide scales:  Love 

(up) - Condemnation (down) and Compromise 

(left) – Truth (right). 

 

LOVE AND COMPROMISE:

• water down gospel

• "feel-good" ethics

• Universalism

• Good works devoid of Gospel

LOVE AND TRUTH:

• Like Jesus and the adulterous 
woman

• Law leads to Grace

• Takes sin seriously; holds tightly 
to grace

• Salvation by grace through faith 
which leads to good works

COMPROMISE AND 
CONDEMNATION:

• Hypocritical behavior-point out 
sins in others but denys own

• "Thank God I am not like them"

• Stepped Pharisaic Legalism 

• a Gospel of Convenience

TRUTH AND 
CONDEMNATION:

• Legalism and Judgmentalism

• No Grace and No Hope

• Exclusiveness

• Pure Doctrine devoid of Good 
Works

I am greatly encouraged by this book as 

a Pastor.  I am also challenged and inspired by 

the work of the Lord through His church during 

times of less than favorable conditions.  As I 

said during the VBS presentation, we may be 

training and modeling for the next generation 

of Daniels, Shadrachs, Meshachs, and 

Abednegos.  Pray for your children and 

grandchildren, live Christ-centered lives, and 

model real faith in difficult times.  May the Lord 

bless you and keep you as you lift high the 

name of Jesus, that every knee would bow and 

every tongue confess to the glory of God the 

Father that Jesus is Lord.  

 

How shall we turn the world upside 

down and inside out from the margins?  By 

rising up to stand in LOVE and TRUTH. 

Continue the path that Jesus walked over two 

thousand years ago.  Continue the path the God 

of Creation began over thousands of years ago, 

walking in love and truth with His people.  Let’s 

change the World with the love and truth of 

God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Striving to Love in Truth, 

Pastor Jerry Mayfield 
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Spring Woods Baptist 

Church 
Children’s Camp 

 

Camp Creation 

The heavens declare 

the glory of God, 

and the sky 

proclaims the work 

of his hands. 

Psalm 19:1 

For Children in K-5 

Thursday, August 

13th, 6:30 p.m 

      until 

Friday, August 

14th, 10:00 a.m. 

 Discover what the stars can 

tell us about God by using a laser 

that can actually touch them (at 

least it looks as though it can)! 

Learn how to identify fossils 

and what can be learned from 

them. 

 Play exciting games and see 

experiments that show how 

amazing and creative God truly is! 

For additional information 

call SWBC Office at 

832.559.0474! 
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What is happening in your favorite program at SWBC?  Would you be 

willing to share it with the rest of the church?  Articles and photos can be 

sent to swbcnewsletter@gmail.com at any time.  Send items for the 

September issue by August 28. 

Know someone who does not receive our newsletter?  Let us know and we 

can add to the email list at any time! 

Join our Email List 

Our Girls are IN ACTION! 

12 of our girls attended the Lock-In on 

July 15.  For many, this was their first.  

Volunteers Wanted! 

  On July 22, we had 15 GA’s present for our regular meeting.  

This is a wonderful group of girls, and as leaders, we absolutely adore 

every one of them.   

We are looking for some brave women (of ANY age) who are 

willing to show up once or twice a month to help us give our girls all the 

love and attention they deserve.  You might be asked to guide a small 

group preparing a presentation for the group, help a couple of our younger 

girls complete their art projects, sit with a wiggly one during story time, or 

accompany someone to the restroom (that never ends). 

Please talk to one of us and let us help you get involved!   

      Rae Ramirez & Daisy Herbert 

Soon you will see our 

Christmas tree and 

ornaments in the Activities 

Building.  For our 

Christmas in August 

project, we will collect 

small items and make 

“shoebox” presents for 

needy kids around the 

world.  Please stop by and 

check it out! 

Marie and her new ride!  
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Helen Reid 1 
Vincent Aquino 2 
Lynda Pena 2 
Carey Ray 2 
Whitney Bullock 3 
Shannon Seale 5 
Reagan Best 7 
Marcella Porter 8 
Wardell Wade 8 
Della Mousner 9 
Jaymie Davis 11 
Mykah Gilbreath 11 
Martha James 12 
Trey Young 12 
Kay Whitt 13 
Rick Young, Jr. 13 
Axie Bullock 14 
Carolyn Narron 16 
Morris Frazier 17 
Jim Mousner 18 
Josephine Foster 21 
Donna Smith 24 
Sarah Young 24 
Lucille Gossett 25 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Andrews August 2 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Bullock August 11 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy James August 14 
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Aguinaga August 15 
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On June 18, SWBC fed the GANO Summer Missionary Group.  Thank you to all who participated. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug 4 6:30 Nominating Committee Meeting 

Aug 7 - 8 6:30-8:30 2 Nights of Twilight 
Aug 12 6:30 Business Meeting 

Aug 13 –14 6:30 pm – 
10:00 am 

Children’s Creation Camp 

Aug 15 8:00 BMen 
Aug 16 6:00 Family Soccer Day (School Supply 

Distribution) 

Aug 24  SBISD begins 

Aug 31 6:30 Sunday School Meeting 

Spring Woods Baptist Church 
10131 Emnora Lane 
Houston, TX 77080 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 Staff Emails 
Jerry Mayfield, Pastor                                          jerrylmayfield@aol.com 
Anthony Aquino, Associate Pastor             thesilverchord@gmail.com 
Jerry Williams, Music                                               jerrywill220@aol.com 
Donna Moore, Programs                                   dmooreswbc@gmail.com 
Marie Burthlong                        springwoodsbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
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If you are interested in 

being a part of our 

growing RA, GA, or 

Youth programs on 

Wednesday evening, 

please call the church 

office.  There are many 

ways to support these 

programs.  

mailto:jerrylmayfield@aol.com
mailto:thesilverchord@gmail.com
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